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Touch produces a form of confirmation 

of the subject-world hybrid in the 

interface between the materiality of that 

world and the hand.



Distal thinking privileges results 

and outcomes, the ‘finished’ 

things or objects of thought and 

action.



Proximal thinking deals in the 

continuous and the ‘unfinished’;

it is what is approximated but 

never fully realised.



Proximal knowledge is embodied, 

sensory and unsightly.

It is an out of sight way of 

knowing the world.



[...] When I am touching 

something there is no ‘me’ and 

the object I am touching. It is 

just the object. So the me 

disappears […].

(Sarah)



Touch in more mundane and 

accepted ways, though, suggests 

and encounter with something.



Praesentiais both a form of 

present and a form of presencing.



Our encounter with certain 

objects is more obviously tactile 

than it is visual. The feel of 

something can generate a sense of 

who we are and where –a sense 

of place. 



Place not as meaning and 

representation but contact and 

confirmation.
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